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Forest Restoration
Project Will Begin in

Mid-June
A forest restoration project that's

been going on for the past two years
will become more visible this month
when logged trees are hauled from the
Ashland Watershed.

Lomakatsi Restoration Project
will oversee the commercial thinning
of 100 acres in the watershed that
will take place over a month's time,
beginning in mid-June.

Residents can expect to see three
to five logging trucks coming down
from the watershed, onto Granite
Street, through Lithia Park and the
downtown area, before making their
way to the Interstate and on to a mill,
said Marko Bey, director for Lomakatsi
Restoration Project.

Bey said the trucks will come down
one after another probably in late
morning and then be done. They will
run Monday through Friday, he said.

But Bey said the project is not
conventional logging. Instead, he
termed it an ecological restoration of
the forest. The commercial thinning
will involve at least 8-inch diameter
trees, Bey said.

"The perception of what this
project is is really important to us,"
Bey said.

The effort, called the Ashland Forest
Resiliency Stewardship Project, is a
collaborative effort among Lomakatsi,
The Nature Conservancy, the City of
Ashland and the U.S. Forest Service.

One of its major priorities is to
protect older, "legacy" trees, Bey said.
The smaller trees, which are under the
forest canopy, are encroaching upon

the legacy trees and hindering the
older trees' health. The thinning will
also protect the watershed from future
fires, he said.

"These stands haven't had a fire in
them for a hundred years," Bey said.

Four goals of the project listed on
a video at its website were to protect
the city's water supply, sustain
mature forest habitat, protect life
and property, and promote long-term
ecological restoration.

In its first two years, crews have
marked trees, conducted controlled
burns and done non-commercial
thinning, which is the removal of
smaller trees, said Chris Chambers,
forest resource specialist for the City
of Ashland. Crews have worked on
about 1,000 acres, he said.

The first part will continue for
another two years and includes 3,000
acres.

It has been funded by federal
stimulus money, a total of$6.5 million,
Bey said, adding that another prong of
the effort is to create jobs and has put
to work hundreds thus far.

Downed trees on steeper slopes will
be removed via helicopter, Chambers
said. He expects the helicopters to be
in use next fall and spring.The total
scope of the 10-year project includes
work on 7,600 acres, Chambers said.
However,funding still must be secured
for work after the first 3,000 acres.
That money has not yet been secured,
he said.

Any money made from the sale
of the commercial timber will be
reinvested into the project, Bey said,
adding that it is not a money-making
project.

Bey said the project, which restores
the forest and is monitored with help

~rom the community, also develops
Jobs and has a workforce training
component. "It is one of the most
cutting edge projects in the country "
he said '

******
A community open house to

discuss the project will be from 7 to
8:30 p.m., Friday, June 15, at the
Ashland Community Center across
from Lithia Park.

- Vince Tweddell
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